“God’s Faithfulness: Revealed Through Our Unfaithfulness”


Often times, God’s overpowering existence can be taken for granted.  We might think, “Hey, I’ve got this problem under control; I don’t need God’s help,” or “life is so good right now, what do I need God for?”  To fall into such a mode of thinking is (not “can be”) so destructive to our relationship with God.  If there is one thing that God hates most out of everything else it is pride.  Pride is what made Lucifer, God’s right hand man (or angel in this case) think he could become equal or even greater than God, the King of all Kings and the Lord of all Lords, which obviously could never happen because God has no equal.  So instead of Lucifer laying aside his pride and remaining in heaven, he chose to make his own unwise, prideful decisions, which led him to emerge as The Prince of Darkness, instead of the beautiful angel God had intended him to be.  The downfall that pride causes is also described in Psalm 10:4, where David says, “In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God.”  When we as humans (and even angels) swell up with pride, we become blind to the fact that we still must rely on God for all things in this life.  Can you or I call the sun to rise in the morning or change the seasons to meet our demands?  Can we say to the wind and the rain, “Be still!”?  Certainly not!  Then what makes us think we can live this life without the Creator?  To put it more directly, what makes us even want to live this life without a purpose that only comes from God’s love?

What God needs from us is for us to need Him.  The Bible says that God is a jealous God.  Don’t believe me?  In Deuteronomy 4:24, God says through Moses, “For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.”  Wow!  I don’t know about you, but I certainly don’t want to be burned alive by the Creator of the sun.  Don’t worry though; this verse isn’t saying that if you have a toy that God likes He is going to strike you down on the spot so He can have it.  God is worthy and in need of our praise, thus making Him a jealous God.  When we chase after false idols or become too prideful for God then we make Him jealous because He wants and deserves the praise that we are giving somewhere else.  What God needs from us is for us to need Him.  Let me give you a personal example of the Proverb, “Pride comes before the fall” (Proverbs 16:18).  Just the other day I thought to myself, “I think I know why I am not growing as much in my faith at a Christian school (opposed to a public school): because I don’t really need God here.  Everything is going so great already; what can God possibly do for me?”  As you will see, that was the wrong thing to imagine.  The following day I got sick.  No, nothing terminal, but just a common cold; a cold that I still have at this very moment as I write this.  So for the past few days my throat has hurt, I have developed an annoying cough, my nose has been running (figuratively), and my muscles have been achy and sore.  (I am not going to say that God made me sick because I thought those thoughts; I don’t even want to guess God’s motives… but just bear with me.)  Then, the following day, I had to use the bathroom late at night.  When I was finished, I walked past the sink and banged the side of my knee on the countertop.  The pain was immediately numbing.  Now normally, given this situation, I would have yelled with fury and punched the wall, but in this case, I just started to laugh.  I literally laughed out loud because of what God whispered to me through the pain: “See!  You do need me!  You can’t even walk without my help!”  (Even now I am laughing as I remember this!)  That night, as I lay in bed, I confessed to God that I definitely do need Him.  The Bible says that God is faithful even when we are not (II Timothy 2:13).  And is my knee ever thankful for that!
